
NINTH GRADE (current 8th grade)—PATTERNS OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE  

Required Reading for 9th Grade  

9th grade students are required to read at least one of the novels below based on their level: 

HONORS (Course #1000) ACADEMIC (Course #1002) 
• Warcross by Marie Lu  
• Feed by M.T. Anderson 
• Girl Underwater by Claire Kells  
• The Beginning of Everything by Robyn Schneider 
• A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines 
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
• Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt 
• Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

• Verse novel: The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo  
• History: The White Rose Society by Kip Wilson 
• Graphic Novel: The Prince & The Dressmaker by 

Jen Wang   
• Music: Solo by Kwame Alexander (also verse 

novel) 
• Sports: Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
• Humor & Identity: Dumplin’ by Julie Murphy 
• Sci-fi & Dystopian: Dry by Neal Shusterman 
• Fantasy: Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 

The 9th grade course will use the above book to review plot and literary elements at the 
beginning of the year, and there will be an in-class assignment on the text as well. While reading, 
students should keep in mind the following literary elements: 

- Plot structure (exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution) 

- Conflict (external/internal) 
- Character (dynamic/static/flat/round) 
- Characterization (direct/indirect) 

**Please read for a full understanding of the inner working of the novel. If you borrow the book 
from the library, be sure to take notes while you read, if you must return it to the library. 

Students are also strongly encouraged to read one or more additional choice novels throughout 
the summer. The best way to prepare for 9th grade is to immerse yourself in reading daily. 

If you switch from Honors to Academic or vice versa, you will be expected to complete the 
Summer Reading work within two weeks. 
	


